Date: Monday, January 13, 2020

Location:
Circulation (DMA):
Type (Freguency):

Page: 13
Section: Main
Keyword:

PHILADELPHIA, PA
63,350 (4)
Newspaper (D)

Western Governors University

How . Students
Got an Education
on the Cheap

Innovative ideas to
continue your educa-
tion without breaking

the bank.
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NerdWallet is a
personal finance website.

As total US. student
debt approaches $1.5
trillion, low-cost higher
education options like
apprenticeships are com-
pelling for students who
want to train for a career
without taking out loans.

Here’s how three stu-
dents found low-cost paths
to avoid raking up debt:

1. Pell Grants and stipends
After serving a prison
sentence for drugrelated
charges, Frank Melo en-
rolled at Bunker Hill Com-
munity College in Boston.
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He was determined to
change his life.

Melo, now 21, qualified
for a Pell Grant to cover
tuition. Any US. college
student with enough fi-
nancial need is eligible for
one, but many students
miss out on funds they'd
qualify for because they
don’t submit the Free Ap-
plication for Federal Stu-
dent Aid, also known as
the FAFSA.

In addition to the Pell
Grant, Melo receives a
weekly stipend from Col-
lege Bound Dorchester, a
nonprofit aiming to fight
poverty through educa-
tion. The stipend is part of
the organization’s Boston
Uncornered Initiative and
covers living costs. In ef
fect, Melo is getting paid
to go to college.

Being able to count
on that money helps
Melo focus on school. “I
can’t stress enough how
that stipend keeps me
out of trouble,” he says.

2. Low-cost onmline cours-
es and full-time work
Earning a bachelor’s de-

gree in business helped
Ehsa Magagna land an of
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fice manager job that pays
about $8 an hour more
than she’d made before.
It was a much-needed
raise for Magagna, who
was raising four children
as a single mom while in
school.

She attended Western
Governors University,
an onlne-only nonproifit
school where annual
tuition and fees for un-
dergraduate business stu-
dents are cheaper than
those for in-state students
at the average four-year
public school in 2016-17
($6,670 vs. $8,173). Not
all online programs are
affordable or reputable,
though, so it’s crucial for
students to practice due
diligence before enrolling
in one.

Magagna worked full-
time while in school and
received Pell Grants. She
also finished her four-
year degree in just over
three years, shaving off
a year of tuition. Upon
graduation, she owed just
$3,000 in student loans
— a small amount com-
pared with the average
debt for the class of 2016,
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ranging from $19,975 in
Utah to $36,367 in New
Hampshire, according
to The Institute for Col-
lege Access and Success.
3. Competitive wages for on-
the-job training

Erin Lakenen, an elec-
trical apprentice, is now
23 and more than halfway
done with her appren-
ticeship. She’s been earn-
ing a paycheck since day
one and her wages have
increased with her expe-
rience. Starting out, Lak-
enen earned about $15 an
hour. Three years in, she
earns more than double
that, plus has health ben-
efits and a pension.

Every day, Lakenen
goes to work alongside
experienced electrical
journeymen in mills,
mines and powerhouses,
and spends one day ev-
ery other week learning
in a classroom. When
she completes 8,000 on-
thejob hours and passes
a state licensing exam,
she’ll be an electrical
journeyman. The median
annual wage for U.S. elec-
tricians in May 2016 was
$52,720, according to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Apprenticeships  are
common in skilled trades
but do exist in in other
fields, like healthcare and
finance. TEDDY NYKIEL
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