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WHAT’S GROWING ON

Edible landscape is good for table, world

an impact, but if more you have sandy soil that
people grow food at home, readily drains then irriga-
it will help. Besides, you tion and fertilizing can
can feel good about your be done more frequently.
efforts, and youwillknow  Adding compost to sandy
o what chemicals, if any, soil will help with water
Lee Miller are sprayed on your food. reten’(cjion as well as help
; . s Italsoispart ofthegar-  provide nutrients. On
cg];l:g(ei ;ﬁi%:g;iul-s " dening experiencetolearn the oth.er hand, heavy
During this stay- ’ howtocompostandturn  clay soils tend to be more
st hoiie fiednataths kitchen and garden wastes  fertile and hold mois-
COVID-19 pandemic, an into a useful product to ture longer and need less
edible landscape prov,i e usetoenhanceyourland- frequent wajcermg. They
good activity that can yield scape instead of send- may not dram as w_e]l and
some food for your table ing them off to a landfill will benefit by adding
P — comm(; nly where they can cause c.ompos.t tobreak up the
growm crop in America, but methane, a greenhouse tight soil structure that
unfortunately, it is not edible EasTelease thatis worse characterizes clay soils
except to livestock. That was than CO2. Asonewhohas  and hampers drainage.
the original reason English grown edible landscapes ¢ Another thing to
estateshad lawnstofeedthe LOrmorethanssyears, consider is the style of
animal lawnmowerssuchas | vouldnot knowhow gardening that you wish
goats and sheep. Lawns are tolive differently. Even to embark upon. It is
now grown without such whenIlived ona small possible to garden with
utilitarian purpose other GIty Igr TRy years ago, raised beds, row garden-
than to promote lawnmower I grew a few vegetables ing, placing edibles among
sales and perhaps toprovide =~ andhadacompost pile. ormamentalsor garden-
dog and kid play areas. Here are some of ing in containers tolista
If you have children at the basics to count on few approaches. You can
home, doing an edibleland-  tobesuccessful. evendoa front yard edible
scape is a good way to teach s Plentiful sunshineon ~ garden where edibles
some skills and knowledge your garden site, about Dl rigvith prits -
about how food is produced. ~ ©to 8 hours, isamust mentals bt e/ vran.
Somany children grow up for growing most herbs, sunset.com/garden/
with little knowledge of vegetables and fruits. Barden-basics, 7-edble-
e Access to water for gi‘f dfn-.lded:-tis#e‘dlb)le =
irrigation is important, plants-in-disguise).
zz:ulr\:ltigilégzz And. if and the best way to irri- I'have a native plant
o are a parent without gate efficiently in our front yard, but it easily seoRTS
yar Aot Pe R water-scarce California accommodates attractive
%vi]lbe a I%ea)l{fhful Cp—— is touse a drip irrigation herbs like rosemary. Front
s ety e system. Checkaroundat ~ yardscanbe plantedto
Homagiast b ol Gt agricultural supply stores  figs, citrus, pomegran-
trips to the supermarket Graling ar fniama- ates or e
and eutsinto the CO2 tion and drip materials other fruit trees. Ypu just
ncmotenn | St i -~
z o Itis good tolearn es the e
spherefrom hat Wipand ypatidnd ofsoil ouave  areof appropritesize
from far Eway torgour because that will affect - dWHl'_fS are good ﬂ'Ild
Tocal grocer, Ore gavden fertilizing, soil condition- ~ aesthetically appealing.
mav oot make mueh of ing with compost and But remember, in planting Page 1 of 2
o 2 irrigation schedules. If fruit trees, it is important
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that they are not planted Landscaping” was start an edible land-
where fruit can fall on reprintedin 2010. Check  scape, but it is a good
walkways or driveways. out areview and sources  ideato start with a small

For some ideas on an for the book at https:// area and increase efforts

edible landscape, check www.goodreads.com/ over time as skills and
out the images at https://  book/show/7356490- knowledge increase.
www.pinterest.com/ edible-landscaping. If Happy edible gardening.
prudent/edible-land- you want to follow an
scaping/ and https:// expert’s advice, thisbook  If you have a gardening
www.tenthacrefarm. is a great place to start. related question you can
com/see-how-easily- Another source of contact the UC Master
you-can-create-an- informationis the Gardeners at 209-953-
edible-landscape/ Sacramento Master 6112. More information

The edible landscape
idea was pioneered in
California by Rosalind
Creasy, whose 1082
book entitled “Edible

©® 2020 Dow Jones Local Media Group, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

Gardener’s website on
edible gardening: http://
sacmg.ucanr.edu/
Edible_Landscaping/.
Itisnever too late to

Tomatoes, peppers and zucchini are some of the vegetables to enjoy

can be found on our
website: http://sjmas-
tergardeners.ucanr.
edu/CONTACT _US/

from the summer garden. [COURTESY OF LEE MILLER]
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